Low-temperature specific heats approximately proportjonal to temperature are a feature of various disordered and amorphous solids. They are wellknown in dielectric glasses [1] and spin glasses [2] . It has recently been argued that this behaviour is an inevitable consequence of the zero-point entropy in ah amorphous solid [3] .
The linear specific heat derives from a constant density of states of low-energy excitations. The exact nature of these excitations remains something of a mystery in both glasses and spin glasses, and it has been impossible so far to calculate their density of states from first principles. Current ideas identify the excitations in glasses with tunnelling of single atoms or groups of atoms to new spatial configurations with almost the same energies [4] , whereas those in spin glasses are thought to be analogous configurational rearrangements of groups of spins [5] . [8] .
The specific heat of the alloy was measured from 1.4 to 25 K by the thermal relaxation method [9] [4] should be some orders of magnitude smaller. The essence of the model is the strong crystal field virtually uncorrelated with the molecular field direction at each site. This situation should prevail in any of the possible ground states [15] of amorphous magnets with dominant local anisotropy, so a large linear specific heat is expected to be a common feature of many amorphous and disordered alloys containing rare earth Kramers ions.
The same effect is not expected in non-Kramers ions because the energy levels should all be separated by the low symmetry of the crystal field, thus the necessary degeneracy at 0 = 90~ does not occur.
